RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Monday 17 May 2021 at SS Peter & Paul's Parish Centre, Ribchester.
PRESENT:
Councillors:
A Brown, J Dickinson, E Law-Riding ,V Mason,  C Milne, G Rollinson, 
PC Lee Grant from Longridge Police joined the meeting for Agenda item 15

1          APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr D Royle

2 	    ELECTION  OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:      On a Motion by Cllr A Brown,, seconded by Cllr V Mason, Cllr Carol Milne serve as Chairman of the Parish Council for the year 2021/2022.
3	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED: On a Motion by,Cllr Milne,  seconded by Cllr A Brown, Cllr Ernest Law-Riding serve as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the year 2020/2021.
4	ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The Chairman accepted the office.  There was once Declaration of Interest from Cllr Mason in respect of her new enterprise – the opening of a playgroup in the Village Hall (to run on two days per week)

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her work during the Covid-19 pandemic which had required frequent interpretation of government guidelines and regulations.

5	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There was no Public Participation
6	MINUTES
The Minutes of the on-line  meeting held1 March 2021  on were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. It had not been  possible to have a physical meeting because of the restrictions in force during April 2021, however the work of the Council had been conducted by regular up-dates, information sharing and telephone contact.  All actions taken during this period were formally ratified by the Council.
7	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
7.1	Result of the LCC Elections May 2021.  Cllr Rupert Swarbrick had been elected as the County  Councillor for Longridge with Bowland.  It was RESOLVED to send a letter of congratulations and welcome to him and include a list of dates of future meetings (DONE).  	It was further RESOLVED  to send a letter of thanks to Cllr David Smith for his long-standing support for the Parish Council (DONE).
7.2	It was noted that the anticipated overspend on the budget had not materialised, as there had been a slight reduction in expenditure during the financial year.
7.3	MIN13.3	Despite the letter from the Parish Council in respo9nse to the request from the Bungalows opposite the tennis courts to place ‘residents only parking’ signs outside the properties advising that this did not have Council support; the residents had taken action to have such signs made and displayed in the gardens.  Whilst this action did not meet with approval, it was agreed to take no further action.
	MIN13.5	There had been no response to the request made to RVBC for additional litter bins for Pope Croft car park.  Information from Longridge Action Group confirmed that it is very difficult to get response/action from RVBC in this respect
8	 APPOINTMENTS
RESOLVED: That the following appointments be made for the year 2020/2021:
Parish Council Liaison Committee — Cllr Alison Brown 
Playing Field Trust — Cllr John Dickinson
Knowle Green Village Hall Committee — Cllr Carol Milne
ACTION: That the relevant Committees be notified of the appointments
9	CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST TO PURCHASE GRIMSHAW QUARRY LAND (Priority Item cfwd from previous meeting)
The written  request previously received, to purchase Grimshaw Quarry Land from the Council which had been raised in October 2020 but placed on hold until the Council meetings reconvened was considered.  After a full discussion about the request, it was agreed that the request should be REFUSED, as the Council had no plans to sell the land, which is common land, held by the Parish Council following the enactment of the Openshaw Bequest.
10      FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS FOR 2020/2021
       PART 2 OF THE ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACOUNT FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2020/2021	[image: ]
1 . The Annual Accounts for the financial year 2020/2021 were received and considered.
RESOLVED: That the Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2021 be approved.
2. Councillors then considered Part 2 of the Annual Statement of Account for the financial year 2020/2021.  There were some very small variances in the figures between the financial year and that of the previous year.  There were no concerns raised about these as the amounts had been considered during the course of the financial year, and approved.
3.  The dates for the period of the exercise of Public Rights to examine the annual accounts were set for 21 June – 30 July 2021.  Notice to be given of this period on 9 June 2021.  These dates and the notice period were AGREED.
11 	ACCOUNTS
	RESOLVED
	1 .	That the following payments be made:
Clerk: Clerical Services  for the period mid April – mid May       £428.40
Lengths man’s Fees for April – May 2021                                         £242.20


[image: ]11           PARISH GRANTS APPLICATIONS
RESOLVED to award the following Parish Grants:

	       Ribchester Playing Field Trust £500
	       Bowland Pennine Mountain Rescue Team  £200
	       Stay and Play Club at Village Hall (Mrs Mason)  £100

12         PRINCIPAL COUNCILS
A report was received that the Borough Council Offices had reopened on 17 May and the Borough Council meetings for the new civic year would be held in person for the first time on 18 May will a curtailed Annual Meeting in St Mary’s Centre, Clitheroe.  The Platform Gallery, Ribblesdale Pool and other leisure facilities have also been reopened.  Officers have been working hard to ensure the support of businesses throughout the area and they have already processed over £800,000 in grants to 249 businesses.  Over £2million is likely to be spent on the Additional Restricted Grant scheme.  Vaccination and testing centres seem to be working well, Covid cases are well down.

13   MATTERS RELATING TO THE PARISH
1.  A draft report to LCC Highways was received on the traffic, parking, speeding and pothole problems currently affecting the village.  It was noted that signs prohibiting lorry access onto Greenside had appeared; it was not known how these had been authorised.
2.  Best Kept Village entry for 2021.  It was AGREED that given the current appearance of the village (including the vandalism in the Millennium Garden, the empty buildings/structures on the Playing Field etc) that no entry for the annual competition would be made this   year.
3.  Vandalism in the Millennium Garden.  PC Grant was able to contribute to this item and bring Council up-to-date with the investigation.  A young school pupil (first year High School) had admitted damaging the sculptures and  he and his parents  had offered to make   reparation.  A School Summer project had been proposed to encourage children at St Wilfrid’s to become engaged with the history and heritage of the village as portrayed in the sculptures.  Project funding was being pursued and St Wilfrid’s had expressed interest in an    end-of-term event for the children to enjoy.
4.  Tree-pruning at Allotments.  A request had been made last year to RVBC for pruning of trees overhanging allotments but no action had been taken, despite repeated requests.  All tenants had been informed.
5.  There had been an offer made of some pot-grown oak saplings for re-planting near the allotments, whilst this kind offer was considered, it was decided the proposed site was not appropriate for oak trees


14  ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ARRANGEMENTS
The meeting will be held at SS Peter and Pauls Parish Centre immediately after the next Parish Council Meeting on 28 June 2021.
15   PROGRAMME OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
[image: ][image: ][image: ]RESOLVED: That the proposed dates for Council meetings during 2020/2021 be confirmed. All meetings to be held at SS Peter and Pauls Parish Centre on Mondays starting at 7.30pm.  List attached in Minute Book and published in the Parish Notice Board
	
	


16    CLOSURE OF MEETING
There being no other business the meeting was closed at 8.15 9pm
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